Cisburp  Rural  Sanitarp  flutboritp. 

REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1903. 


Acreage —  Population  (1901  Census)— 

42052.  7714. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Sanitary  Board. 

Gentlemen, — 

Consideration  of  the  accompanying  statistical  tables  shows  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  births,  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths,  both  at  all  ages  and 
under  one  year,  as  compared  with  1902.  More  accurate  comparisons  will  be  given 
under  separate  headings. 


Birth  Rate.  Only  159  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  equal  to  a  rate  of  20-6  per 
1000  population.  This  is  lower  than  the  averages  for  the  preceding  10  years,  and 
is  a  serious  diminution  of  the  usual  number. 

Table  II.  shows  the  births  registered  each  year  since  1893,  both  in  the  whole 
district  and  in  each  registration  area. 

Whilst  making  due  allowance  for  the  influence  of  a  decreasing  population,  it 
remains  that  the  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

Infantile  Fifteen  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  1  year.  This  represents  an  infantile 

Mortality.  death-rate  of  94-3  per  1030  births,  a  rate  considerably  above  the  average  for  the 
District  for  the  past  10  years,  but  still  well  within  that  for  rural  districts  generally. 


Death  Rate.  The  deaths  number  117.  Reference  to  Columns  9,  10,  11  of  Table  IY.  shows 
that,  allocated  to  their  respective  registration  districts,  46  belonged  to  Tisbury,  38 
to  Donhead,  and  33  to  Hindon.  The  death-rate  therefore  is  15-1  per  1000,  which  is 
about  the  usual  average. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  of  the  117  persons  who  died,  47  were  over  70  years 
old,  with  an  average  age  of  rather  over  81  years. 

Phthisis.  It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  only  2  deaths  were  certified  as  due 

to  Phthisis,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  very  few,  if  any,  cases  of  this  disease,  in 
its  acute  form,  at  present  exist  in  your  district. 

The  Phthisis  mortality  for  the  year  is  '25  per  1000,  a  very  low  rate. 


Zymotic  There  were  13  cases  of  Infectious'Notifiable  Disease  during  the  year,  viz.,  three 

Disease.  of  Diphtheria,  two  of  Erysipelas,  and  eight  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Of  the  latter,  five  were  in  one  house.  No  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been 
notified  since  April,  and  altogether  the  District  has  been  remarkably  free  from  infectious 
diseases.  The  year  has  been  marked  by  a  complete  absence  of  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  and  Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 


Diphtheria.  A  fatal  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Chilmark  in  June,  and  I  could  not  trace 
its  origin  with  any  certainty.  The  boy  had  not  left  the  village,  nor  had  he  been  in 
contact  with  any  person  who  could  have  conveyed  infection,  so  far  as  is  known. 
There  had  been  no  previous  incidence  of  sore  throat  in  the  neighbourhood.  There 
were  no  further  cases  until  November,  when  a  child  in  Duck  Street,  Tisbury, 
contracted  the  disease,  and  a  month  later,  a  third  patient  at  Ashley  Wood,  East 
Tisbury,  became  infected,  and  died. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  in  connection  with  this  last  case  that  about  18  months 
ago  a  severe  epidemic  disease  destroyed  a  large  number  of  hand  reared  partridges 
close  to  the  house  in  which  the  child  lived.  Bacteriological  examination  of  two  birds 
dead  of  the  disease  demonstrated  the  presence  of  an  organism  very  like  the  diphtheria 
bacillus  found  in  human  beings.  Cultivations  of  this  bacillus  produced  the  same 
disease  in  guinea  pigs  and  pigeons,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  poison  may  have  been 
brought  into  the  house  through  the  medium  of  dead  birds,  and  have  ultimately 
infected  the  patient. 
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Two  mild  cases  of  Facial  Erysipelas  were  notified,  one  in  February  at  Donhead 
St.  Mary,  and  one  in  April  at  Wardour. 

Eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  three  houses  all  widely  separate. 

The  first  occurred  in  Duck  Street,  East  Tisbury,  in  January,  and  a  fortnight 
later  another  child  in  the  same  house  caught  the  disease.  No  further  extension  took 
place  from  this  centre,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  other  members  of  the  family- 
escaped,  for  the  cottage  contains  only  two  rooms,  one  bedroom  and  one  living  room 
in  which  eight  persons  resided. 

In  February,  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  from  The  Marshes,  Semley,  and  this 
case  was  followed  by  four  others  in  the  same  house.  In  this  instance  the  source  of 
infection  was  not  difficult  to  determine.  On  February  1 8th,  1903,  a  sister  of  the 
first  patient  returned  from  Salisbury,  and  whilst  there  visited  a  house  in  which  there 
was  a  person  affected  with  Scarlet  Fever,  and  she  brought  back  to  Semley  with  her  a 
child  convalescent  from  this  disease.  On  February  23rd,  five  days  later,  the  first  of 
the  series  of  cases  occurred,  so  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  infection  was 
conveyed  from  an  outside  source. 

The  remaining  case  wTas  notified  on  April  14th,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  West 
Tisbury,  and  no  discoverable  cause  was  apparent.  The  type  was  mild,  and  all  the 
children  recovered. 

This  has  not  been  used  during  the  year,  as  it  is  reserved  for  use  in  the  event  of 
the  occurrence  of  small  pox. 

Should  the  opportunity  arise  of  making  arrangfments  with  a  neighbouring 
authority  for  a  joint  Isolation  Hospital,  where  infectious  cases  other  than  Small  Pox 
could  be  treated,  I  would  suggest  its  consideration.  In  the  case  of  the  outbreak  at 
Semley,  had  prompt  removal  of  the  first  child  been  practicable,  it  is  probable  that 
extension  to  the  others  would  not  have  followed.  I  realise  the  great  difficulty  of 
providing  suitable  isolation  in  scattered  country  districts.  The  question  is  one 
largely  of  expense,  which  is  In  avy,  and  falls  upon  a  limited  number. 

No  new  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year,  but  four  are  in  course  of 
erection.  Four  cottages  have  been  repaired  and  made  fit  for  habitation,  and  one  has 
been  closed. 

Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  noted  and  abated. 


So  far  as  I  can  ascertain  10  new  drains  have  been  laid  and  some  minor  drainage 
improvements  effected.  The  untimely  death  of  your  late  Inspector,  Mr.  Jestv,  has 
rendered  it  difficult  to  obtain  exact  figures. 

The  drainage  system  at  Tisbury,  although  not  an  ideal  one,  is  sufficiently 
satisfactory  for  present  needs.  Fresh  connections  with  the  main  sewer  are  made 
from  time  to  time  and  consequently  the  volume  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  writh  is 
gradually  increasing.  It  will  in  the  future  become  necessary  to  adopt  some  other 
method  than  that  of  simple  filtration  in  order  to  obtain  a  purer  effluent. 

The  contents  of  privies  removed  at  irregular  intervals  by  the  occupiers  of  houses, 
are  taken  away  to  allotments  or  gardens  and  dug  into  the  soil.  It  is  rare  to  find 
nuisances  arising  from  this  cause. 

There  is  a  general  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  various  dairies  and  cow¬ 
sheds  in  the  District,  but  much  yet  remains  to  be  done  particularly  with  regard  to 
the  prevention  of  the  contamination  of  milk  at  the  time  of  its  collection  from  the 
cows.  Cleaner  milk  can  be  produced  with  a  little  extra  care  on  the  part  of  milkers, 
as  by  a  preliminary  washing  of  hands  and  udders.  Facilities  for  doing  this  should 
be  placed  in  every  cowT  stall. 

Decently  I  collected  the  filtrate  from  all  the  milk  delivered  at  one  of  the 
factories  in  the  District  during  24  hours. 

On  the  day  in  question  1100  gallons  were  passed  through  the  strainers,  and  the 
residue  when  dried  weighed  1740  grains.  This  consisted  chiefly  of  cowr  dung  with  a 
considerable  quantity  of  hair,  and  some  straw.  I  am  informed  that  contracts 
between  dairy  companies  and  producers  provide  that  the  milk  shall  be  delivered  at 
the  factories  strained  and  clean.  If  this  is  so,  and  the  milk  to  which  this  note  refers, 
had  already  been  strained  before  reaching  the  factory,  its  original  condition  can  be 
easily  imagined,  and  the  reflection  is  not  reassuring  or  pleasant. 

It  is  due  to  consumers  that  milk  should  he  clean,  and  that  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  keep  it  free  from  extraneous  organisms,  and  this  can  in  great  measure  be 
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done  by  paying  more  attention  to  general  cleanliness,  which,  if  somewhat  more 
costly  in  the  first  instance,  would  be  amply  repaid  by  the  increased  price 
consumers  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  milk  known  to  have  been  produced  in  dairies 
where  these  special  precautions  were  taken. 

The  question  of  a  purer  milk  supply  is  one  which  must  in  the  future  occupy 
greater  attention  both  by  the  Legislature  and  the  Public. 

These  remarks  must  not  be  regarded  as  applying  particularly  to  this  District, 
where,  I  do  not  doubt,  as  much  care  is  taken  as  in  most  milk  producing  areas. 

The  investigations  of  writers  who  have  given  special  attention  to  the  subject, 
lead  to  the  same  conclusions,  and  point  to  the  fact  that  much  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  our  milk  supply  is  not  only  quite  practicable  but  desirable. 

There  are  135  names  on  the  register,  and  during  the  year  six  contraventions  of 
the  regulations  obtaining  in  the  District  were  dealt  with.  Last  year  there  were  none. 

The  excessive  rainfall  for  1903  has  made  good  the  deficiency  of  water  which 
was  experienced  in  parts  of  the  District  in  the  previous  year.  Measured  in  Tisbury 
the  amount  of  rain  guaged  was  46-38  inches.  A  good  deal  of  inconvenience  was 
caused  at  Chilmark  through  the  overflow  of  the  watercourse  which  runs  through  the 
village,  and  the  road  was  for  some  time  flooded,  making  access  to  some  of  the  cottages 
difficult.  Several  complaints  were  made  that  this  was  due  to  neglect  in  not  cutting 
the  weeds  in  the  bed  of  the  stream.  This  may  have  had  an  influence,  but  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  was  but  slight,  the  chief  reason  being  that  the  watercourse  was 
entirely  inadequate  to  carry  off  the  excessive  volume  of  water  passing  through  it. 

The  question  of  a  general  water  supply  for  the  District  has  again  occupied  much 
attention,  and  a  scheme  has  now  been  considered  which  it  is  hoped  will  prove  a 
satisfactory  solution  of  this  very  difficult  problem. 

I  have  during  the  year  visited  the  various  parts  of  the  District,  both  separately 
and  with  your  late  Inspector.  As  a  result  eight  insanitary  conditions  were  discovered 
and  remedied  in  the  various  Factories,  Workshops,  Bakehouses  ^nd  Slaughter¬ 
houses. 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  of  1901  places  the  sanitary  administration  of 
Factories  and  Workshops  under  the  control  of  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities  in 
whose  Districts  they  are  situate.  So  far  as  the  area  under  your  supervision  is 
concerned,  this  does  not  entail  any  great  amount  of  extra  work,  The  provisions  for 
sanitation  and  the  general  health  of  the  workers  in  the  Factories  and  Workshops 
under  your  control  are  sufficient,  both  as  regards  air  space,  drainage  and  protection 
from  fire. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  foregoing  shows  that  there  has  been  during  the  year  a 
decided  decrease  in  the  usual  number  of  births,  and  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
infantile  deaths  and  deaths  at  all  ages.  With  regard,  however,  to  the  latter,  it 
should  be  noted  that  a  large  proportion  of  persons  who  died  had  reached  ages  far 
beyond  the  usual  duration  of  life. 

Few  cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  occurred,  none  of  them  reaching  epidemic 
proportions,  and  on  the  whole  the  general  condition  of  your  district  is  satisfactory  and 
no  gross  violations  of  sanitary  requirements  exist.  Most  of  the  nuisances  discovered 
and  remedied  were  of  a  minor  character,  and  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
obtaining  their  abatement,  so  that  legal  proceedings  have  not  in  any  case  been 
necessary; 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently, 

C.  A.  ENSOR,  M.O.H. 
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